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excesses and defects of functions. And though in every
species derangements of these relations are often caused
by changes of conditions, they ever re-establish themselves:
disappearance of the species being the alternative.

Mankind, inheriting from creatures of lower kinds, such
adjustments between feelings and functions as concern
fundamental bodily requirements; and daily forced by
peremptory feelings to do the things which maintain life and
avoid those which bring immediate death; has been subject
to a change of conditions unusually great and involved.
This has considerably deranged the guidance by sensations,
and has deranged in a much greater degree the guidance
by emotions. The result is that in many cases pleasures are
not connected with actions which must be performed, nor
pains with actions which must be avoided, but contrariwise.

Several influences have conspired to make men ignore the
well-working of these relations between feelings and
functions, and to observe whatever of ill-working is seen
in them. Hence, while the evils which some pleasures entail
are dilated upon, the benefits habitually accompanying
receipt of pleasures are unnoticed ; at the same time that the
benefits achieved through certain pains are magnified while
the immense mischiefs which pains bring are made little of.

The ethical theories characterized by these perversions,
are products of, and are appropriate to, the forms of
social life which the imperfectly-adapted constitutions of
men produce. But with the progress of adaptati )n, bring-
ing faculties and requirements into harmony, such incon-
gruities of experience, and consequent distortions of theory,
must diminish ; until, along with complete adjustment of
humanity to the social state, will go recognition of the truths
that actions are completely right only when, besides being
conducive to future happiness, special and general, they are
immediately pleasurable, and that painfulness, not only
ultimate but proximate, is the concomitant of actions which
are wrong;